HUMPHRY CLINKER                           123
endeavours to convert him to methodism; an event
which would occasion a connexion of souls that might
be easily improved into a matrimonial union.
My uncle seemed to be much diverted by the thoughts
of this scheme's succeeding; but I gave him to under-
stand that Barton was pre-engaged; that he had the
day before made a present of an etuis l to Liddy, which
her aunt had obliged her to receive, with a view, no
doubt, to countenance her own accepting of a snuff-
box at the same time; that my sister having made me
acquainted with this incident, I had desired an explana-
tion of Mr. Barton, who declared his intentions were
honourable, and expressed his hope that I would have
no objections to his alliance; that I had thanked him
for the honour he intended our family, but told him
it would be necessary to consult her uncle and aunt,
who were her guardians, and their approbation being
obtained, I could have no objection to his proposal,
though I was persuaded that no violence would be
offered to my sister's inclinations, in a transaction that
so nearly interested the happiness of her future life;
that he had assured me he should never think of availing
himself of a guardian's authority unless he could render
his addresses agreeable to the young lady herself; and
that he would immediately demand permission of Mr.
and Mrs. Bramble to make Liddy a tender of his hand
and fortune.
The squire was not insensible to the advantages of
such a match, and declared he would promote it with
all his influence; but when I took notice that there
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